As an Assistant Public
Defender/Felony Trial
Attorney, my influence goes
beyond mere protecting
rights to life changing event

r. Speer’s girlfriend accused
him of threatening her with
a butcher knife all night,

while not letting her leave the

house or call for help creating

State of Florida v. Speer. Mr.

Speer could not afford a private

attorney so Regina was appointed

to defend him. The State offered him

30 years prison to resolve the case. Mr.
Speer had gone to prison and was facing

a mandatory life sentence if found guilty

as a prison release re-offender. Prison
release re-offender requires the Court to
sentence a person to the maximum under

law. He was terrified of the thought of
going to trial. Regina was able to get a
video that showed the alleged victim and
Mr. Speer shopping at a convenient store
during the “so-called” kidnapping. Regina
also acquired a copy of an injunction hearing
transcript in which the alleged victim testified
that she received a call from the daughter’s
father threatening to keep the daughter from
her unless she get Mr. Speer out of the house. The

trial was two days long and the alleged victim and
another witness testified. Mr. Speer did not. The jury

found Mr. Speer not guilty in less than 10 minutes.

REGINA NUNNALLY LIVES
A LIFE DEDICATED TO THE

SERVICE OF OTHERS
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JUSTICE FOR
THE PEOPLE
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A young man had been
institutionalized for mental
health issues for most of his
childhood. When he aged
out, he was released and
moved to Bunnell, Florida
to live with his father whom
he met for the first. Mr.
Chance was accused of
three counts lewd lascivious
battery on this man’s step-
sister creating State of
Florida v. Chance. The step-
sister’s story conflicted with
other testimony she gave to
several people and Regina
pointed that out to the jury.
She argued that since Mr.
Chance was causing the
father and step-mom to have
conflict, the alleged victim’s
inconsistent statements were
untrustworthy. However, the
jury found Mr. Chance guilty
as charged.

Once a person is found guilty
the next stage is sentencing.
A sentencing hearing is
just as important and it’s
an opportunity to present
mitigating  circumstances.
The Court was sympathetic
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STATE V. CHANCE:

to Mr. Chance’s situation.
Regina made the Court
aware of his background,
family life, and mental
health history.  The Court
was at wits end but due to
the nature of the charge and
guilty verdicts for three sex
offenses, it sentenced him
to 25 years in prison. The
State was asking for 45 years
prison.  Mr. Chance was
only 19 years old at the time.
Regina cried.  She cried
not because of the guilty
verdict and not because of
the sentence. She saw Mr.
Chance’s mother hug him
for the last time before he
was taken to jail. This does
not normally happen but the
judge presiding over the trial,
Richard O. Watson, allowed
it. Mr. Chance never had a
real “chance” in life. He was
locked up for most of his
life as a child. He had a few
months of freedom just to
find himself again locked up
for 25 years. This is Regina’s
burden. She’s an intercessor
and often their only hope.
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.Regina with her mentor Judge Hubert Grimes

beyond mere protecting rights to life changing events — whether found

guilty or not guilty — life is changed. My clients encountered many ups and
downs in life, my appointments become therapy sessions. We become a priest and
a social worker. Mother’s call my office concerned with their grown child’s future.
Children are prosecuted as adults and thus we have to juggle the juvenile as well as
the adult sanctions... Our insight and expertise extends beyond the court room as
well,” Regina explains.

. ”As an Assistant Public Defender/Felony Trial Attorney, my influence goes

“You will shed blood, sweat and tears”, said her Tae Kwon Do instructor when she
joined Little Dragon’s Tae Kwon Do Center at twelve years of age. She studied
for four and half years but wanted to quit. Her father the late Rev. Willie James
“Odom” Nunnally wanted her to earn her Black Belt. He told her to return all of
her tournament trophies, medals, certificates of achievement and her belts. Regina
didn’t understand why so she asked him. He said to her, “Because | don’t want
anything to remind you of the fact you quit.” From that day on, Regina endeavored
to finish what she started.

B ou will shed blood,
sweat and tears”,
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Regina was born and raised in Daytona Beach, Florida.
She is the youngest of five children. She attended Volusia
Avenue Elementary, Westside Elementary, Holly Hill
Junior High and graduated with honors from Mainland
Senior High in 1990. No one in her family was a lawyer.
She struggled academically, had to deal with bullying,
teasing, and got into a lot of fights. However, she was
able to rise above the obstacles to achieve honor roll
status, was inducted in the Junior Honor Society, and
was President of her high school Beta Club during her
senior year.

In 8th grade, she desired to become a lawyer after her
father was seriously injured while building the Ocean
Center in Daytona Beach. Regina knew nothing of the
law but saw a two-income household drastically become
a one-income home. Financial struggles became an
ongoing theme. Her father suffered from diabetes
which complicated the healing process. Her mother had
to pull the load and at times she thought they would lose
the family home. Her father only received $10,000 from
the accident.

Regina was not a lover of “school” because of the
struggles she endured. However, she never allowed
these challenges to detour her. Regina graduated from
Daytona Beach Community College with honors. She
transferred to the University of Florida and graduated in
1995 with a Bachelors of Arts in Political Science and
minor in English.

Regina moved back to Daytona to find a job, but found
none so she decided to use her time constructively by
volunteering hoping it will lead to work. She volunteered
at Central Florida Legal Services under Shirley Green
who later became the first African American woman to
be elected to County Court in the 7th Judicial Circuit.
She encouraged Regina to contact Judge Hubert Grimes
and he became her mentor. She also met Yvonne Scarlet-
Golden and Charles Cherry and volunteered her time on
their campaign. Commissioner Cherry gave Regina her
first job as an Assistant Campaign Manager. For the first
time in her life, she was surrounded by affluent African
Americans.

Aspiring a career in the legal field, Regina was accepted
into what was formally known as the University of
Orlando School of Law now Dwayne O. Andrea School
of Law at Barry University in Orlando. As the law
school struggled with accreditation compounded by
the fears of never sitting for the bar, once again Regina
had to endure another situation that was out of her
control. Her faith and “finish-what-you-start” attitude
kept her grounded. She was invited to the prestigious
Moot Court Board. Two years later she became its first
African American female president and chaired two
committees simultaneously.

Always seeking opportunities to serve, Regina became
the Community Service Officer of James C. Collier
Black Law Student Association and received the Leonard
Birdsong Academic Scholarship.  She was awarded
the Barry University School of Law Mission Effective
Student Awarded for personifying the mission of the
Barry Law: Quality Education, Religious Dimension,
Community Service, and Caring Environment. Regina
graduated with a “B” average. She passed the bar exam,
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and Judge Hubert Grimes swore her in.

Always number one in her life, Regina’s father was
a pastor until his death in 1989 of the Macedonia
Missionary Baptist Church of Oak Hill, Florida. Her
mother, Shirley Pierce Nunnally drove a school bus
and later became a Lead Driver Trainer. “l saw how
my mother was determined to make herself better. She
dropped out of school as a teenager, got married
and had five children by the time she was thirty.
However, she went to night school to get her
diploma, secured competent employment,
worked her way up, and was dedicated employee
to her job until retirement in 2008.” “My mama
got good grades in school so | decided since she
could do it so can I,” Regina explains of hern
mother’s motivation.

REGINA.. awarded

the Barry University
School of Law
Mission Effective
Student

Growing up as a Preacher’s Kid was not a
challenge... it was a way of life that ensured she
remained humble and respectful to others. Her
family dedicated their lives to serving others,
putting ‘Self” last. This environment nurtured
her skill to be a Teacher, Preacher, Giver and a
Helper. A foundation that later proved worthy
of being licensed as a Minister in July of 2009 under Dr.
Herbert L. McGraw.

Regina does not personally take credit for her
achievements because many people have had a hand in
her success. She worked as a Summer Camp Counselor/
Teacher’s Aid under Francis A. Mobley, Executive
Director of the Mary McLeod Bethune Center. She
interned for Judge Hubert Grimes before entering Law
School. She worked at Dillard’s and as a Juvenile
Services Program simultaneously to pay her way
through Law School.

STRONG FOR THE PEOPLE.

Regina has been in Bunnell so long that she’_s representeﬁ
two generations of accused offenders. Her clients from ad
walks of life, are educated, undereducated and uneducated.
She receives calls from mothers, finance, baby. mo@hers,
wanting to know what is going to'hap.pen to their Chl!d or
significant other. She listens to their cries and 1amentat1t:)ns.
Many of her clients come from broken homes. They ave
made bad decisions and suffer from substance abuse issues,
mental health issues, and are honorably dlscharged f_rom
the military. No one is immune from becoming a client.
She has to humanize them, tell their side of the story to the

prosecutor, judge or the jury.

Regina educates her clients and sometime they educate her].c
She handles thousands of cases a year an_d sees too many 0

them come back due to violations. At times, the cases are
emotional and some are unforgettable. Che_n@s have poured
out their hearts to her, crying about the de0|SIons'they have
made and how much it has and will _change lives. H_er
career path was chosen for her because it is not for_the _faln:
of heart. Regina is a lawyer, a preacher and a motl\./auone_l

speaker. Regina Nunnally lives to serve others; she is

strong for the people.

REGINA NUNNALLY
BBBJD02@GMAIL.COM(@3 86)299-0538
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Regina has ambitions to one day become a Judge. If chosen by appointment
or election, it would be an honor and privilege, and another opportunity for
her to become an even greater servant to her community. Regina was a
Judicial Finalist in January 2014 for retired Hubert Grimes, Circuit Judge
vacancy.

Being active in the community is important to Regina even today. Her
community involvement includes: Ministry Outreach to the Juvenile
Detention Center, donating items to Battered WWoman Shelter, volunteering
her efforts to give out food, clothing, and painting youth facilities . Teen
Court Judge in Flagler County, and public speaking engagements at
engagement such as: Daytona Juneteenth Youth Empowerment Summit
and “Can you hear me, I’m Hurting” seminar sponsored in part by Angie
Bee Ministries.

Regina, although she does not actively seek it, leadership seems to find
her. Her heart is for the youth. She does not see herself too good to be
approached, she encourages it. She worked with youth, and taught Sunday
school in Orlando at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Institutional Church
under Pastor Errol G. Thompson. She encourages strong families and
young people make wise decisions. She seen so many come through the
system, grow up in the system, and graduated to the more serious crimes.
“I have an idea what happened to them and it will take a miracle to re-write
the mind that’s why if a teaching moment presents itself, | am on it.”

Regina Nunnally began her legal career with the Public Defender’s
Office on September of 2003 in the Juvenile Court. After six months, she
was promoted to Juvenile and Felony Court in Bunnell, Florida on July
2004. She has been a full-time Felony Court attorney for over ten years.
Regina drives 35 minutes each day to work and never regretted a day. She
practiced before retired judge Kim C. Hammond and was mentored by
Irwin Connelly. They exhibited respect and professionalism. Her office
now and then is like family.

Regina has been in Bunnell so long that she’s represented two generations
of accused offenders. Her clients
from all walks of life, are educated,

“PEOPLE HAVE HAD A HAND IN HER SUCCESS

undereducated and uneducated. She receives calls from mothers, finance,
baby mothers, wanting to know what is going to happen to their child or
significant other. She listens to their cries and lamentations. Many of
her clients come from broken homes. They have made bad decisions and
suffer from substance abuse issues, mental health issues, and are honorably
discharged from the military. No one is immune from becoming a client.
She has to humanize them, tell their side of the story to the prosecutor,
judge or the jury.

Regina educates her clients and sometime they educate her. She handles
thousands of cases a year and sees too many of them come back due to
violations. At times, the cases are emotional and some are unforgettable.
Clients have poured out their hearts to her, crying about the decisions they
have made and how much it has and will change lives. Her career path was
chosen for her because it is not for the faint of heart. Regina is a lawyer,
a preacher and a motivational speaker. Regina Nunnally lives to serve
others; she is strong for the people.
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Regina does not personally take credit for her achievements because man
people have had a hand in her success. She worked as a Summer Camp
Counselor/Teacher’s Aid under Francis A. Mobley, Executive Director of the
Mary McLeod Bethune Center. She interned for Judge Hubert Grimes before
entering Law School. She worked at Dillard’s and as a Juvenile Services
Program simultaneously to pay her way through Law School.

Regina has ambitions to one day become a Judge. If chosen by appointment
or election, it would be an honor and privilege, and another opportunity
for her to become an even greater servant to her community. Reginawas a
Judicial Finalist in January 2014 for retired Hubert Grimes, Circuit Judge
vacancy.

Being active in the community is important to Regina even today. Her
community involvement includes: Ministry Outreach to the Juvenile
Detention Center, donating items to Battered Woman Shelter, volunteering
her efforts to give out food, clothing, and painting youth facilities . Teen
Court Judge in Flagler County, and public speaking engagements at
engagement such as: Daytona Juneteenth Youth Empowerment Summit
and “Can you hear me, I’m Hurting” seminar sponsored in part by Angie
Bee Ministries.

Regina, although she does not actively seek it, leadership seems to find
her. Her heart is for the youth. She does not see herself too good to be
approached, she encourages it. She worked with youth, and taught Sunday
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school in Orlando at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Institutional Church
under Pastor Errol G. Thompson. She encourages strong families and
young people make wise decisions. She seen so many come through the
system, grow up in the system, and graduated to the more serious crimes.
“l have an idea what happened to them and it will take a miracle to re-
write the mind that’s why if a teaching moment presents itself, | am on it.”
Regina Nunnally began her legal career with the Public Defender’s
Office on September of 2003 in the Juvenile Court. After six months, she
was promoted to Juvenile and Felony Court in Bunnell, Florida on July
2004. She has been a full-time Felony Court attorney for over ten years.
Regina drives 35 minutes each day to work and never regretted a day. She
practiced before retired judge Kim C. Hammond and was mentored by
Irwin Connelly. They exhibited respect and professionalism. Her office
now and then is like family.
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